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This analysis builds on the English for
Specific Purposes framework and on
Swales' (1990) genre theory and model.
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e speaker welcomes the audience
o “Fellow-Citizens..." (Van Beuren, 1837)
o “My Countrymen...” (Pierce, 1853)
o “Mr. Vice President, Mr. Chief Justice, fellow
citizens..." (Truman, 1940)
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i Step 2.2 Vowing action
e speaker gives thanks P g 17

o “I am deeply impressed with gratitude for the
confidence reposed in me.” (Polk, 1845)

o “For myself and for our Nation, | want to thank
my predecessor for all he has done to heal our
land.” (Carter, 1977)
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Step 3.3 Bestowal

e speaker closes in a memorable ending
e it often includes patriotic or religious
language
o “America seeks no earthly empire built on
blood and force..The higher state to which she
seeks the allegiance of all mankind is not of
human, but of divine origin. She cherishes no
purpose save to merit the favor of Almighty
God.” (Coolidge, 1925)
o “May God bless America, and may God protect
our troops. Thank you, America.” (Biden, 2021)

1. Introduction

Genre awareness is a valuable asset for ES/FL learners. For example, in pre-reading
activities, it can be an important schema-activation resource that helps scaffold difficult
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passages. One way to develop it is through exploring the conventions of the inaugural
address political speech genre. This serves as a tool for students to build not only their
knowledge on rhetoric, but also to foster critical awareness of broader social discourses.
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deliver a speech (e.g., graduation).
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