Linguistic Features

1.Lost Treasure of the Emerald Eye
2.Curse of the Cheese Pyramid

3.Cat and Mouse in a Haunted House
4.’m Too Fond of My Fur!

5.Four Mice Deep in the Jungle
6.Paws Off, Cheddarface!

7.Fangs and Feasts in Transratania
8.Attack of the Pirate Cats

9.A Fabumouse Holiday for Geronimo
10.Hang Onto Your Whiskers

» Figurative language
Onomatopoeia
Simile
Metaphor
Hyperbole
Alliteration
» Repeated words and phrases (within same novel
and across novels)
« Exclamations
* Lexical fields
o animals/rodents
o emotion and reactions
o food, often cheese
o journalism
« Conversational tone mixed with mock-formal
diction
» Direct address to the reader

A Cenre Analysis of Ceronimo Ctilton Novelg

Rationale Typical Narrative .

Structure

and common
plot features!

A MYSTERIOUS W MESSAGE

CREEPELLA had drawn illustrations to go
along with the story. | have to say, she has a
very eRT&TNAL style!

The story was so fascinating that | couldn't
put it down. I read all through the night. 1
finally finished when the first
shone through my office window.,

I yawned. “What a strange tale.”

At that moment, my nephew Benjamin
and his friend Bugsy Wugsy walked into
my office.

“Hey, Uncle, what are you reading?”

Benjamin asked curiously.
I read them one of my
favorite sections of the
story. They loved it!
“It's such a STRANGE

A DELICATE SCENT ‘Q OF ROSES

| started studying Italianin 2019. As | progressed, | realized
that | needed to work on my reading comprehension and
find a way to expand my vocabulary. In the summer of
2021, | went to Italy for two months to work as an au pair.

My sister, THE&, arrived next. She works . .
) if the music box had put me under some sort of
as a special correspondent for The

Rodent's CGazette. 1 showed

her the story, too.

magical spell.

“These illustrations are
STRANGE . .. bt THRALLING!™
Thea commented.

Then my cousin TRAP stumbled into
my office. He read the story while eating a
cheese sandwich, smearing mozzarella all
over my desk.

“It's a STRANGE adventure. ..
but THRILLING!” Trap said.

One by one, all of the
mice who work at The
Rodent’s Gazette came
into my office. They were
curious to see what all the
fFugs was about. 1 shared

Characters reunite and
reassure each other

Geronimo introduces
himself and/or other
main characters*

Main problem
becomes clearer

(all UK editions)

Geronimo (& family)
travel to a new place

My job involved speaking and teaching English, which
meant that | had to improve my Italian in my spare time. |
ended up reading one of the kids’ books, a Geronimo
Stilton book, and | found it to be a great resource. | had
read the books growing up, so | was familiar with the

characters and the typical structure of the novel. | believe
that the text was accessible and instrumental in improving e L 4
my ltalian due to my familiarity with the genre, as well as : - 17
the illustrations, simplified text for children, and use of
fonts as semiotic resources.

Geronimo becomes
our reluctant hero

Geronimo receives
praise

Transportation
mishaps/weird
situations

Geronimo is in his
usual routine

Sections marked
with a blue star
are basedon a

data analysis of 5
random books

For a moment, I thought I saw a ting beam of

Geronimo is teased The adventure wraps

light dancing inside the music box. I blinked. I
Family interaction of

some kind

Geronimo laments* . : kI?CW | shoul(.ln'l have skipped my appointment
Danger” scenes with Dr. Squinty Snout. I needed new glasses.

Then I realized that I wasn’t looking at a

beam of light. I was looking at a glittering 5Ml§

golden key. What was it for? &

Comedic Features

“Call to adventure” A “big threat” arises

Scan the OR code to
learn more about

Geronimo resists the
callat first

Intense emotional
reaction

Situational Humor
o ridiculous situations or interactions
Character Humor*

The novels use humor throughout. It is usually difficult to
understand comedy in a new language, but these novels

Geronimo is anxious
and complains

The reality of the
situation is revealed

use various types, many of which | believe are
comprehensible for language learners. Based on my
experience and analysis, | believe Geronimo Stilton novels
would be a great addition to any language classroom.

Geronimo Stilton, a mouse reporter, is the creation of
Elisabetta Dami, an Italian children’s book author. He
is amouse, and he runs the most popular newspaper
in New Mouse City: The Rodent’s Gazette. He is an
untraditional hero: clumsy, scared, and awkward. We
hear the story as he tells it, which involves a lot of
rambling (in the most amusing way).

The original Geronimo Stilton novels are around 100
pages in length, and are aimed at elementary school-
aged kids (5-10). There are also some spin-off series,
which focus on different characters (Thea Stilton &
Creepella Von Cacklefur), as well as those that dive
into a specific genre (fantasy and sci-fi).

The books were originally written in Italian, but have
been translated into 49 different languages. | read
them in English growing up, and was pleasantly
surprised to find out they were originally published in
Italian! Over 187 million copies have been sold
worldwide. | highly recommend going to your local
library to see what Geronimo Stilton books they have.

For this analysis, | chose to look at only books from
the original series. | presume that many of the original
features are present across the spin-offs (linguistic
and use of semiotic resources in particular). | also
presume that the features of the genre are consistent
across different translations, which makes the series a

Most frequent past-tense
dialogue verbs

Implications for Teaching
Given the distribution of CEFR
levels in vocabulary, alongside the
frequency of more unique, mouse-
related vocabulary, | believe these
books would be best used at the
B1-B2 levels.

) squeaked @ said @ cried

@ shrieked

squeaked said cried shrieked asked shouted

asked @ shouted

Impllications for Teaching
An important note, that can be seen in some of the
examples, is that many made-up words and word plays
may confuse learners. Such “distractors” can serve as
an opportunity for learners to better parse words and
make decisions about the kinds of vocabulary that they,
need in order tounderstand a text.

CEFR distribution of tokens
that occur at least 10 times
across novels

Examples of
features marked
with *are inthis

table!

Geronimo introduces
himself and/or main
characters

Geronimo receives a
call to adventure

Geronimo laments

Character Humor

Verbal Humor

Physical Humor

GeronumoStiion)
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Oh, how rude. |
completely forgot to
introduce myself. My

name is Stilton,

Geronimo Stilton. | am
an authoranda
publisher.

“Heeelp! Help me,
Geronimo!” Aunt
Sweetfur was shrieking.
“My mouse hole is on
fire!”

By now, | was really
sweating. It was hotter
than the kitchen of the
Greasy Rat Café in the

summertime.

Pinky’s screech filled
the tube car. By now,
every rodent was
staring at us....they
looked like they wanted
to put a muzzle on little
Pinky.

| climbed onboard a
rusty old bus called the
Dump Express.

| didn’t answer. |
couldn’t answer. | had
fainted.

GMmo Stilton
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Oops, | forgot to tell
you. | run a daily
newspaper. It’s called
The Rodent’s Gazette.

“We’ll go in search of
this cheesy valley place.
Then we’ll becomerich
and famouse!”
-Trap

My paws were covered
in blisters. The rucksack
Thea had loaned me
weighed more than my
uncle Cheesebelly after
Christmas dinner.

Now [Trap] stuck a paw
into my new box of
chocolates. “Who are
these for?” he said,
swallowing a Swiss
cheese caramel
chocolate in one gulp.

Except for Trap, it was
quieter than the
Cheddarton Library
when mean Mrs.
Hushermouse is
working.

Just then, | heard the
tram whistle. Rotten
rats’ teeth! A tram was
headed right for me.

Have you ever met my
cousin? He owns a shop
in downtown New
Mouse City - Cheap
Junk for Less. He’s a
terrible prankster.

“Someone had spotted
anisland all covered in
silver! And unlike most
islands, this one seems
to be moving! We
should go looking for it!”
-Trap

We were doomed to be
devoured by cats! What
a horrible way to go.

"It’s a hot air balloon!|
gotitrealcheap at the
flea market.”
-Trap

The ship was getting
hotter than the Cheeses
of the World float at the

Mousey’s Day parade!

| lifted the trunk’s lid
just enough to spot
Tomcat Jack. He took
one look at the compass
and began bouncing
around like a basketball
with whiskers.
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Oh, did Itellyou? lam a
best-selling author and |
run a newspaper called
The Rodent’s Gazette.
Maybe you have heard
of me.

At that moment, |
noticed a poster stuck
up onthesideofa
building. Was it? Could
itbe?

How could this be
happening to me? | was
a good mouse. | never
bothered anyone. | went
to work. | paid my taxes.
| volunteered down at
the Holeless Shelter.

“Because Geronimo
Stiltonisa
cheesehead!” she
shrieked. “And | am not!
| am smart! | am sharp!”
-Sally Ratmousen

They did her hair. They
did her nails. Once, they
even did her laundry.

Five minutes later, my
cousin was being
dragged over to one of
the salon’s
workstations. By now,
he was kicking and
squeaking. But Tidytail
was all business.

It was my sister Thea.
She is a special
correspondent for the
newspaper | run, The
Rodent’s Gazette.

Before | could even
squeak, six paws
grabbed me. They lifted
me up and threw me
into a car.

Clouds of mosquitoes
swarmed around me.
They were having a
party in my fur. | figured
my tail was their dinner.
They were making a
meal out of it.

Before | could put one
paw through my
undershirt, [Ms.
Poisonfur] snatched it
away and squeaked at
the top of her lungs:
“REAL MICE DON’T
WEAR UNDERSHIRTS,
STILTON/Y”

“Ach, first | haff to know
more,” he squeaked in
his funny accent. “Vhen
did zis thing start?”

Stumbling, | crashed
right into a lamp post.
Then | tripped on a
mouse hole cover. | fell
and bashed my snout
on the hard pavement.
As | was getting up, a
taxi ran over my tail.

By: Crace etagolla
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Just then, a familiar
mouse strolled through
my front door. Yes, it
was the king of pranks
himself, my annoying
cousin Trap Stilton.

“Geronimo, I’m calling
from my secret lab in
the Himalayas. | need
your help!”
-Professor von Volt

| felt like a bowl of my
Great-Grandma
Tangledfur’s gooey
cream cheese. | couldn’t
believe it. Would they
really let me go off on
my own? How would |
manage?

| waited patiently. |
didn’t want to rush our
guide. If | got under his
fur, he might not want
to tell me anything.
After nine more nibbles
of cheese and fifteen
more sips of tea, Ratfur
sat back.

“All this time | thought
you saw the yeti—
sometimes here,
sometimes there,
sometimes in your
underwear!”
-Trap

He danced over to my
fridge, then helped
himself toa huge block
of cheddar.

Oh, but first let me
introduce myself. My
name is Stilton,
Geronimo Stilton.

Right at that very
moment, my car
stopped!

| didn’t feel like
exploring the castle
anymore. | was tired of
being scared out of my
fur. All I wanted to do
was go home.

"You didn’t bring me all
the way out here for
nothing. | want a ghost!
And | want one now!
Now, shake your
tailfur!”

-Thea

She married Baron von
Slinker and had three
kittens: Slinky, Slinkette,
and Slinks Cannycat.

| tried to catch him. But
instead, | stumbled over
my own two paws.

The first was my cousin
Trap Stilton, also known
as Pushy Paws. Heis a
plump mouse with a
loud voice who loves to
tell terrible jokes.

"‘Here you are! I’'m
sending you on a little
trip. That's right. A trip

far away from Mouse
Island™”
-Grandfather William

My heart sank like the
big ball of cheese in
Singing Stone Plaza on
New Year’s Eve. | had
been robbed by my own
relative! A plastic table
and a plastic chair were
the only pieces of
furniture in the whole
room!!!

Grandfather William just
shook his head sadly.
"Well, cry me a river of
cheese," he said.
"Geronimo, I'm
surprised at you! Why
can't you be more like
your unselfish little
sister?"

® «Riss Skinnyfur will be
serving you a cheese
snack (to everyone
except those in class 2).
During the flight, you'll
have a chance to watch
our movie, Batmouse
and Robin (except, of
course, those in class
Z).”
-pilot

"Passengers are kindly
requested to hold their
passports between their
teeth," she instructed.
"This way, your fur will
be easily identified in
case we CRASH."
-flight attendant

Geronimo Stilton!

Ohyes, | forgot to
mention, | run a
newspaper called The
Rodent’s Gazette.

“m...Iin Transratania!”
[Trap] squeaked. “I'm at
... Castle... Count von
Ratoff... Getout ...”
-A call from Trap

Why, why, oh, why did

my cousin have to get

lost in the coldest part
oftheisland?

“Did you ever see that
advert on TV for Find
Your Tail? You know,
that agency that can

research your furry
tree?” - Trap

“Actually, it’s a family

tree.”
-Geronimo

“They’re from my
fiancé, Count Schnoz
von der Nose.”
-Countess Snobella

“Please, please, please,
just let me faintin
peace”
-Geronimo to Trap as he
is fainting

At lunchtime, my sister
Thea, who is a special

correspondent for The

Rodent’s Gazette, came
by on her motorcycle.

““Oh, Gerrykins, you
must come with me.
This is a once-in-a-
lifetime-chance’
-Thea

| broke outinto a cold
sweat. Without my
glasses, | couldn’t tell
the difference between
a slice of mozzarella and
a hunk of Cheddar! Why,
oh why, had we brought
him along?

“Rag? You call this a
rag? | screamed. ‘These
are my silk pyjamas with

silver buttons! They
cost me a fortune! They

have my initials
embroidered in gold!”
-Geronimo to Trap

“Astrolamp?
Strangulation?
Congarhythm?” snorted
Trap. “Doyou mind
speaking English? | hate
it when you use such big
words!’”

“MEEEOOOWWWW!!!
Theaand | leaped upin
the air. ‘CAT!IV we
shrieked together.

o comedic tension, often between family
members

o exaggerated characteristics
Verbal Humor*

¢ wordplay

® repetition

& hyperbole

& hyper-specific references
Meta-Humor

o breaking the fourth wall

o self-deprecation

o narrator interruptions of the plot
Physical Comedy*

Holey

cheesel

Rancid rat

hairs!

Cheese

niblets!

Curdle me

sour!

Font Distinction

Exclamations

“LINE UPI”

1CY WATER)

spinnnnnnnn.

Tucky Tady,

FLUFFY
2 TERRIFYING.

Repeated words/phrases

ranciD RaT Hairs! GHAT TERING,

Chear Mouse Willy.

THUNPI THUMP! THUMP!
The Rodent’s Gazette. BLEAH!!!!

popular colour on our island. We have Y@lIlOW cars,
yellow schools, and yellow aeroplanes. In fact, one

Onomatopoeia
Dialogue
Proper Names
Adjectives
Keywords

References

Geronimo Stilton. (n.d.). Philosophy. Geronimo Stilton Official Website. https://geronimostilton.com/US-
en/filosofia/

Omnes Magazine. (2023, March 28). The cooperation is the secret: Elisabetta Damiand Geronimo Stilton.
Omnes. https://www.omnesmag.com/en/news/the-cooperation-is-the-secret-elisabetta-dami-and-
geronimo-stilton/

True North Homeschool Mom. (2018, July 18). Text features and Geronimo Stilton. True North
Homeschool Mom. https://truenorth-bchomeschoolmom.blogspot.com/2018/07/text-features-and-
geronimo-stilton.html

Scholastic. (n.d.). Geronimo Stilton. Scholastic Kids. https://kids.scholastic.com/kid/books/geronimo-
stilton/




